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Epiphany of our Lord - January 5, 2025

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Monday January 6"
St. Andrew Bessette, Religious

8:30 a.m. Catherine P. Feretich by Patricia &
Gregory Gercich

Tuesday January 7%
St. Raymond of Penafort
8:30 a.m. Maureen Vergano by Eileen Sullivan

Wednesday January 8"
Weekday
8:30 a.m. People of the Parish

Thursday January 9"
Weekday

8:30 a.m. John A. Manginelli by Ed & Stephanie
Heuser

Friday January 10"
Weekday
8:30 a.m. Fiedencio Gaona by Richard and
Victoria Giarrantano
Saturday January 11"
Weekday
4:00 p.m. Donald Silva by Father Nalaka

Sunday January 12"
Baptism of the Lord

7:30 a.m. Helen Agnew by Robb & Chris
9:00 a.m. Baldassarre Family by Margherita &
Joe Caccavo

11:00 a.m. Tony & Donna Randazzo by Laura &
Pat Randazzo

The Collections for the Weekend of
December 22 - $15,413

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

\\_ | Remembering in Prayer
Kindly contact the office if you know of a parishioner
who is sick, having surgery or in need of pastoral care.
We would like to remember them in our prayers and

care for their spiritual needs.

CANDLE OFFERING

Sanctuary: Estelle Mazzola by Christine Flynn & Vir-
ginia Petarresi

Padre Pio: Father ED by Christine Flynn

Epiphany of our Lord
Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6, Mt 2:1-12
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22-4:6; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Mk 6:45-52
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19-5:4; Lk 4:14-22
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Lk 5:12-16
Saturday:1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 3:22-30

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS

“...They prostrated themselves and did him homage.
Then they opened their treasures and offered him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” - MAT-
THEW 2:11

What gifts do you give to the Lord? Pope St. Gregory
said that these three gifts represent what we should
give God every day. Gold — we should reflect Christ’s
wisdom in all our relationships. Frankincense — repre-
sents our daily prayer and adoration to God. Myrrh — is
a symbol of our daily sacrifices that we unite with Je-
sus for the sake of others.

Spiritual Communion Prayer

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most
Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I de-
sire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this
time receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritual-
ly into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me
to be separated from You.



HIS WORD TODAY Parish Calendar

BYREV. WILLIAM . REILLY Jan. 5 Catechumenate and/or Mystagogy and/or

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS (Sun) Adult Confirmation C. 1 & 11

Choir’s New Year’s Epiphany Party 1:00pm
“Raise your eyes and look about; they all gather and Hall

come to you. Your sons come from afar, and your daugh-
ters in the arms of their nurses. Then you shall be radi-

Hospitality Sunday After all Masses
ant in what you see, your heart shall throb and overflow.

For the riches of the sea will be emptied out before you,

the wealth of the nations shall be brought to you.” Children Liturgy 11:00am RR

We know this feast by different names, Epiphany, The Jan. 6 .

Three Kings, with different gifts representing kingship, (Mon) K of C Meeting 6:30pm Hall

priestly sacrifice and anointing, the three roles of our

Savior, priest, prophet and king. Listening to Isaiah in Inquiry or Adult Confirmation 6:00pm—
the passage, may we find particular and personal signifi- 7:30pm RR

cance for the day we celebrate. We learn that the pagan Jan. 8 .

pilgrims from the east represent all of us, called, gath- (Wed) St. VdeP Meeting 9:00am - 10:00am CI#11
ered and redeemed by Jesus Christ.

We raise our eyes and look about. Our communities re- g%llu? Choir Practice 7:30pm Church

flect diversity in race, ethnic origin, cultures, language,

represented by those who followed the star which led Catechist Training/Dio 5:00pm Hall
them to Jesus. We are led by God’s grace discovering

Fhe greatest gift ever, the 1n_c:?1rnat10n, t he birth and abid- Jan.12 Catechumenate and/or Mystagogy and/or
ing presence of Jesus. Traditions continue and today (Sun) Adult Confirmation C. 1 & 11

may we add one more gift to the Lord, the gift of our- ’

selves. Like the magi may we pray, reflect and adore Jan.13 Inquiry or Adult Confirmation 6:00pm—
the Christ, Emmanuel, God with us. (Mon) 7:30pm RR

Jan. 14

v Jan. 16 Adult Faith Formation/Bible Study 9am-

;{N; (Tue) Prayer Shawl 1:30pm Hall

?; Ever’v Rafion (Thu) 11:30am & 7pm-9pm Hall

shall offer praisec
Choir Practice 7:30pm Church

Jan. 19 Catechumenate and/or Mystagogy and/or

New Homeschool Minist (Sun) Adult Confirmation C. 1 & 11
All parents of Homeschool Families are cordially invit- Jan. 20 .
ed to attend the inaugural meeting for the new Diocesan (Mon) MLK Parish Office Closed
Homeschool Ministry.

The event will take place on January 14, 2025 from 6:30 Inquiry or Adult Confirmation 6:00pm—

-8:30 pm at St. Theodore RC Church at 855 Route 57, 7:30pm RR
Port Murray, NJ. Jan. 23 Adult Faith Formation/Bible Study 9am-
(Thu) 11:30am & 7pm-9pm Hall

Please come to hear about the ministry vision and a

presentation on “Franciscan at Home” which is a free

catechetical resource. Choir Practice 7:30pm Church

For more information about this event contact Fr. Gil-
bert Starcher at gstarcher@diometuchen.org



Ministries

Initiation Ministry

St. Vincent DePaul — If you are experiencing financial
hardship due to a temporary loss of employment, ill-
ness, or disability, the St. Vincent de Paul Society is
available to aid with your everyday needs such as food,
utility assistance, or agency referrals. Please dial the
parish number 609-371-0499, then press 4, and leave a
message with your name and phone number. Someone
will return your call. All calls are handled in strict con-
fidence.

Homebound Ministries - Eucharist Ministers bring
communion to the homes of those who are unable to
attend Mass due to illness or other circumstanc-
es. Please call Marge Nadolny at 609-409-6164 or
email margen21@comcast.net.

Helping Hands: We help parishioners with small
household tasks such changing smoke detector batter-
ies, lightbulbs, opening & closing vents, etc. If you
need assistance, please call Esther Wolff at 732-521-
6019 for more information

Giving Tree: Thank you for your amazing generosity!
Thank you to all those who adopted families and those
who contributed gift cards and money. We were able
to help over 20 local families with over 60 children, a
group home and poinsettias to our homebound parish-
ioners. We are still busy packing and will be delivering
gifts this week.

Thanksgiving Food Collection: Thank you so much
for your generosity! We provided overflowing bags to
our local families in need complete with turkeys and a
pie. Thank you also to the religious education families
for their generosity and the Companions of Pauline for
their help preparing the bags. Thank you also to Bill
Tronolone for his help moving all the food. We also
were able to bring a large carload of food and turkeys
to a local church where they were making baskets for
500 families.

PRAYER SHAWL

Our next Prayer shawl meeting will be January 14 ,
2025. We meet the second and fourth Tuesday of the
month. We have knitters and ladies who crochet. Our
door is always open for new crafters. Anyone interest-
ed or in need of a shawl for friend or neighbor is wel-
come to call Liz Coulston 732-561-4139 .

How interesting that today’s Gospel gives us wisdom —
but puts it in the mouth of the vile King Herod. “Go and
search diligently for the child.” The wise men — magi —
who followed a star until it came to rest over the place
where Jesus was, did just that — searched diligently. And
they were rewarded for their journey. They came face to
face with the Child and His mother Mary. Can you im-
agine their joy? We can’t help but wonder if they stayed
a while and came to truly know this Child — or did they
immediately return to their country, telling the won-
drous tale of a journey and an encounter. We, too, are
invited to search diligently for the Child — and then to
spend time with the Holy Family and to come to know
the Lord intimately. We are invited individually — but
like the magi — we travel together. Are there others who
might join us on the journey? Share your faith with
someone who might benefit from the Order of Christian
Initiation of Adults (OCIA). For information contact
JoLynn Krempecki at 732-690-2610

Happy

Gopiphany

Rosary for Life - January 24, 2025

Come Pray a Rosary for Life (in solidarity with those at
the March for Life in Washington, DC and across the
country). Bishop Checchio is scheduled to at-

tend! Friday, January 24, 2025 at 1:00 pm on Main
Street in Woodbridge. Park and meet in the St. James
Parish parking lot at 12:45 pm (369 Amboy Ave, Wood-
bridge, NJ) There is a 12:10 pm daily Mass at St. James
for those who wish to attend. For more information,
contact amarshall@diometuchen.org or call 732-562-
1543.



Highlights of Simbang Gabi at the Nativity
The Filipino-American Association at the Nativity hosted
the 6th day of the traditional Simbang Gabi last December
20. It was in collaboration with the Diocese of Metuchen
Filipino Apostolate. Members of different churches gath-
ered to journey through the 9 days of Novena Masses held
in different parishes in anticipation of the birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ!
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St James &
Nativity of Our Lord
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ENIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Boys AND GIRLS AGEs 9-14
(BriNng CorPY OF BirTH CERTIFICATE)

WINNERS FOR EACH GENDER & AGE GROUP
ADVANCE TO DISTRICT, REGIONAL, & STATE
and will receive a free dinner during 2025 Fish Fries

MONROE RECREATION CENTER
120 Monmouth Rd, Monroe Township

Sunday - January 12, 2025

9AM - 4PM
~ Contact: Mike Romance - 732-887-8659

Eucharistic Ministers Needed

for The Gardens At Monroe

1) We are in need of additional Eucharistic Ministers to
visit Catholic residents at the Gardens (next door to
church) to distribute Holy Communion each Sun-

day. EMs arrive at about 10AM and visit the residents
(list provided each week) in their rooms. This takes
about 30-40 minutes. We have a few teams so that an
EM would visit residents about every third or fourth
Sunday. I will arrange for you to shadow an EM cur-
rently doing this for training.

2) We also need EMs to lead a Eucharistic Service at
the Gardens about once each month. This involves
bringing some materials (missal, communion, Prayer of
the Faithful) and reading most of the prayers of the mass
and distributing Communion to residents gathered in the
Activities Room at the Gardens. Again, I will arrange
for you to shadow and EM currently doing this.

3) Lastly, I need someone to replace me to do the quar-
terly schedule of EM assignments, recruit new EMs and
be the contact person for the Gardens and EMs when
needed. I have been doing this for nearly 30 years and
it's time I handed this off to another parishioner.

If interested in assisting in this ministry in any of these
roles, please contact Deacon John Shelton at email:
spmcucc@aol.com and put "GARDENS' as the subject.

2025 Choices Matter Conference

The Diocese of Metuchen’s Office of Human Life and
Dignity presents “The 2025 Choices Matter Conference
— A Critical Life Issues Conference” which will be held
at the St. John Neumann Pastoral Center in Piscataway
on Saturday, March 29, 2025. An Opening Mass will
be celebrated by Bishop James Checchio at 9:00 AM
and the conference will begin at 10:15 AM and end at
3:30 pm. This year’s theme is “Choose Hope — A Path
to Mental Wellness.” The topics/expert speakers are:

- The Pain is Real but so is Hope: Deacon Ed Shoener

- Mental Health as a Pro-Life Issue: Erin McCole
Cupp

- The Light in Our Darkness: Lisa Kratz Thomas

- The Road to Hope — Responding to the Crisis of Ad-
diction: Keaton Douglas

General registration is $35 and student registration is
$15. Fee includes lunch and handouts. To register visit:
https://www.diometuchen.org/choicesmatter. For ques-
tions or for more information please email am-

arshall@diometuchen.org or call 732-562-1543. Seat-
ing is limited.
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EPIPHANY BLESSING OF CHALK

The Feast of Epiphany commemorates the Magi who followed a star to find the Christ-child. It has been a tradition
in the Catholic Church to use the chalk blessed at the Epiphany Mass for a blessing of one’s home for the New Year.
We invite you to adopt this custom in your family. Gather everyone to ask God’s blessing on your home for those
who live in or visit there. It is an invitation for Jesus to be a daily guest in your home and be a part of your comings
and goings, your conversations, your work, and play, your joys, and sorrows.

A traditional way of doing this is to use chalk to write above the home’s entrance: 20 + C + M + B + 25. The letters
C, M, B have two meanings. They are the initials of the traditional names of the three magi: Caspar, Melchior, and
Balthazar. They also abbreviate the Latin words Christus mansionem benedicat - “May Christ bless this house.”
The “+” sign represents the cross and 2025 is the year.

Using the blessed chalk mark the lintel of your front door (or front porch) as follows:
20 + C + M + B + 25 while saying -

“The three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar followed the star of God’s Son who became human two
thousand and twenty-four years ago. May Christ bless our home and remain with us throughout the new year.
Amen.”

Then offer the following prayer:

“0, blessed Lord, bless this home with the gladness of your presence. Bless all who live or visit here with the gift
of your love; and grant that we may manifest your love to each other and to all whose lives we touch. May we
grow in grace and in the knowledge and love of you; guide, comfort, and strengthen us in peace, O Jesus Christ,
now and forever. Amen.”

“Chalking the door” is a way to celebrate and literally mark the occasion of the Epiphany and God’s blessing of
our lives and home. With time the chalk will fade. As it does, we let the meaning fo the symbols written sink into
the depts of our heart and be manifest in our words and actions the Latin words, Christus mansionem benedicat,
“May Christ bless the house.”

Adapted from the Carith House in Chicago



r LAW OFFICES OF

DANIEL J. ZIRRITH LLC

Estate Planning (Wills) - Municipal Court (Traffic)
Labor & Employment (Disability & Pensions)
Litigation & Business Law

Office: 732-521-5900
E-mail: DZirrith@ZirrithLaw.com

* Comprehensive
Dentistry

* Implants
+ All-on-Four

+ Sleep Apnea
Therapy

FIORENTIN I

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Located on Applegarth Road
directly across from Clearbrook!

294 Applegarth Road - Monroe
609-655-1023 - www.FiorFamDent.com
LAW OFFICES OF
JOHN T. BAZZURRO

Areas of Practice: ‘

PERSONAL INJURY
NURSING HOME NEGLECT
MUNICIPAL COURT
GENERAL CIVIL LITIGATION
WILLS * REAL ESTATE LAW

JOHN T. BAZZURRO, ESQ
Certified by the Supreme Court of New Jersey as a Civil Trial Lawyer

200 MECO DR., MILLSTONE TOWNSHIP, NJ 08535
732-410-5350 * www.bazzurrolaw.com

* Veneers

\ 241 Forsgate Drive - Suite 109 - Monroe Township, NJ 08831)
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HEAT UP <Y
1 & SUBACUTENURSING CARE
YOU R BUSIN Ess' SHORT-TERM REHABILITATION
Join the family of LONGTERM CARE
sponsors who help AT MONROE RESPITE CARE

support our weekly

+ Y Healthcare and Rehabilitation
parish bulletin. \

PLEASE CONTACT OUR ADMISSIONS OFFICE

ADVERTISING T0 SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY!
HELP S To BUILD 189 Applegarth Road, Monroe Township (609)448-7036
AWA R E N E ssl (next door to Nativity of Our Lord Church)
¢ ROOFING * CHIMNEYS
i MASONRY ¢ GUTTERS
CALL TODAY We Find & Fix Leaks! E__gii_aa_a_#_li—_i
FOR OUR /\)/\ { Any New Roof Replacement
SPECIAL HOLIDAY | L=\ 15535000 G ™
DISCOUNTS! ROYAL PRO i Any Roof, Ch‘i’mney, Gutter, i
9on Mlne dnfonmation, |, CONSTRUCTION __{Mesonry Repair & SEnions
Family Owned/Operated ¢ Lic. #13VH0934200, Bonded & Insured ¢ 20+ Yrs.
Tom ZukoFsk 732-589-9967 Seruing Al of Wew Jeroey
© 732-236-4251 I—
Reserve
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Shor oday!
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§‘\ = Connect with a Dedicated and Engaged Audience
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m NEW YEAR t TI‘iD;:r:’;’f?: F?:::vgllrrsor:ﬁne tPI;'(-zsc-:InE:::'ld

Extend Your Reach Beyond the Church Walls
Contact our advertising team at 800-883-4343,
Don’t miss this opportunity to become a valued partner in our community.
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Please Support Our

ADVERTISERS
They Support Our Parish

LPES Toon

(609) 448-0900
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O no! Type O donors

American
¥’ RedCross

24/7 Helpline

800.272.3900

alzheimer’s % association®

WREATHS
BB

across
Sponsor a veterans’ wreath

AMERICA
at a cemetery near you.

wreathsacrossamerica.org

Never pay anyone who insists
you pay with cryptocurrency,
a wire transfer, or a gift card.
That’s how scammers want

you to pay. ‘)
Learn more: .
ftc.gov/imposters al

@ i ReportFraud.ftc.gov

#FTCTopFrauds

AB carpet & 7 H°
flooring (G5

Mon.-Fri. 9am-5pm - Sal".'10aim-3pm
¢ CARPETS v WOOD 3 OVER
¢ SAND & REFINISH 9 VEARs

OF SE
¢ LUXURY VINYL FLOORS YOIZ!{!NG

SENIOR

DISCOUNT
AVAILABLE

«! LAWRENCEVILLE FOOT CARE
19

Podiatric Medicine and Surgery
Michael Banh, DPM Dan Phan, DPM, MPH
132 Franklin Corner Rd., Suite C-1, Lawrenceville
609.512.1381 » LawrencevilleFootDoctors.com

ONLY

\gu $250 OFF $500 OFF

:
| ANY SALE OVER $4000 or
1
1

i i
1 1
1 1
1 1
AN (S)I(\)LRE o(|i: ;25R%0-$g000 MORE FLOORING PURCHASE :
! FL ING PURCHASE !
cn" PRE"E"T WI I-DFIHES : With coupon. Cannot be combined withany v 1 With coupon. Cannot be combined with any :
1 other offers or prior purchases. [N other offers or prior purchases. 1

CONCORDIA SHOPPING CTR. * 1600 PERRINEVILLE RD., MONROE TWP.

H60641 (PK) - Nativity, Monroe Township
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Old Fashioned Service...
Plain & Simple

LATT’S
ERFORMANCE
LUS, INC.

Personalized Auto Service
46 Lincoln Ave., Jamesburg

LIC #011853

FREE Pick-U
M. David

Over 40 Years of Compassionate Service in
Monroe Township’s Only Funeral Home

(732) 521-0555

www.demarcofuneralhome.com

& Delive

C

é\ “TOTALLY BARRIER FREE”

HorsloGilens

HAIR & NAIL SALON

609.655.01 00
1600 Perrineville Road - Monroe

800 995-1978
CERTIFIED N.J. STATE
msricmu rnclurv & EMMISSIONS REPAIR FACILITY

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & ALL MODELS - NJ STATE INSPECTION
Service for Local Residents

d1rco

Funeral Home, Inc.

LIC #000723 Approved

Auto Repair

Facility

No. 4651
. 3203

Thomas J. DeMarco, Manager, N.J. Lu
M. David DeMarco, Plewlent
Jennifer L. Burry, Directo

Peter S. Winther, Director, N.J. Lic. No. 4 763

205 RHODE HALL RoAD
MoNROE TownsHIP, NJ 08831

BEHIND THE
APPLEGARTH CVs

4 Research Way
Monroe Twp., NJ 08831

N // 609-664-2804
" Open Monday - Saturday

|KI'I’,<HEN FREE DELIVERY
ORDER ONLINE: WWW.TOMATOPIESNJ.COM

THE CHELSEA

AT FORSGATE

AsSISTED LIVING * MEMORY CARE * RESPITE STAYS

W@ ate O(om C;ZM/
CArmiadions & Sowra

Following all Covid Safe Guidelines
319 Forsgate Drive *» Monroe, NJ 08831

Brennan Law Firm
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
73 North Main Street
Cranbury, NJ 08512
+ ESTATE PLANNING

+ WILLS & TRUSTS
« LAND USE
+ REAL ESTATE

609-395-5533

A Funeral Home of Choice For
Monroe Township Residents Since 1965

GREGORY S. LESTER, MANAGER, NJ Lic. # 3364

Davip L. LESTER, DIRECTOR, NJ Lic. # 3483

www.brennanlaw.org

 CENTRAL

LEVINSON

349 Applegarth Rd., Monroe Twp., NJ 08831
Office: 609.655.5535 ¢ Fax 609.655.0207
SUZANNE ‘SUE’ NADWODNY
Broker Associate

609.313.4864 cell

Sue@LevinsonERA.com
NJ REALTOR® Circle of Excellence® Gold 2021, Silver 2020
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. [ &

GENERAL HOME SERVICES, LLC

Gas Fireplace Service & Maintenance

Call: 732-615-8298
Email: service@general-homeservices.com

AAAAAAAAAA

G - SUMMER

RYVIEW
> FARM NURSERY ~——==
601Buckelew Ave (Rt 522E), Monroe Twp

732-675-3865

o www.COUNTRYVIEWFARMNURSERY .com

Bl Ageless Moments
I Adult Social Daycare

“Specialized Senior Care
Tailored Just for You”

209 Applegarth Road
Monroe Township, NJ 08831
® Social Activities
® Physical Activities

® Educational Programs
® Personal Care Services

Lester Memorial Home
~ Thoughtful, Personal, Dignified Services ~

732-521-0020

16 West Church Street - Jamesburg, NJ
www.LesterMemorialHome.com

HOME REMODELERS
Family Owned & Operated Since 1956
“Let Our Family Work For Your Family”
Doors « Windows e Siding « Roofing « Gutters
Sunrooms « Awnings & Screens o Patio Covers
Carpentry o Interior Renovations « Storm Repairs

732-541-7966 www.valianthome.com

“Helping you make the right move!” Pl s 0
Carol Feretich AABR ZEORE T
Broker Associate, REALTOR® A'VER'ISERS
20 Years Experience in Monroe Twp. They Support Our Parish
Cell: 732-794-3764
335 Route 9 South
Manal(;:aen, NJO(L;7726 ROSA’S
Office: 732-462-4242 CLE AN | NG

COLDWELL BANKER obﬁg?ses Aé“?{‘n‘jgﬁ s
REALTY )
el 862-224-9068

l@l @ThymeforFlowers Sweet William & Thyme Florist

SWEET WILL[AJ\(%%HYME

Flowers For Your Special Day
And Every Day
www.ThymeForFlowers.com
732-521-2355
telefloras ThymeForFlowers@aol.com
19 E. Railroad Ave. = Jamesburg, NJ 08831
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