
Pastor: 
Rev. Nalaka Silva — Ext. 11 
pastor@nativitymonroe.org

Deacon: 
Robert Gatto  — Ext. 18 
deacon@nativitymonroe.org

Deacon: 
John Shelton  — Ext. 19 
deacon2@nativitymonroe.org

Deacon: 
John Bertrand 
deacon3@nativitymonroe.org

Parish Secretary: 
Judith Gonzalez-Matias  — Ext. 10 
admin@nativitymonroe.org

Youth Minister: 
youth@nativitymonroe.org

Music Ministry: 
Catherine Naughton 
music@nativitymonroe.org

Parish Accountant:  
Christine Colletti Dranchak  — Ext. 13 
finance@nativitymonroe.org.

Office Assistant: 
Laura McIntyre — Ext. 15 
tech@nativitymonroe.org

Director of Religious Education: 
Tara Vigario 
609.371.2518 
reoa@nativitymonroe.org

Building Manager: 
Bill Tronolone — Ext. 10

Nativity of Our Lord

185 APPLEGARTH ROAD, MONROE TOWNSHIP, NJ 08831-5961

Mission Statement: 
Sustained by the Eucharist, we reflect the joy of Christ’s birth to all people 

through love, compassion and service.

Phone: 609.371.0499 www.nativitymonroe.org

MASS SCHEDULE
 Saturday: 4:00 PM (Vigil)
 Sunday: 7:30 AM; 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM
  Hospitality Sunday: 1st Sunday of the month after each Mass 
  (Meet and greet, Continental Breakfast, etc.)
 Holydays: 7:00 PM (Vigil) & 9:00 AM
 Weekdays:  Monday to Friday: 8:30 AM 

Morning Prayer Wednesday and Thursday: 8:00 AM

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays 3:00 to 3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the second Sunday of each 
month after the 11:00 AM Mass. Parents must attend the Baptismal 
Preparation class before the celebration. This class is offered on the 
third Wednesday of each month. Call the Parish Office for required 
pre-registration.

RCIA
Adults inquiring about the Catholic Church with a desire to become 
Catholic are invited to call the Parish Office for more information 
about the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.

MATRIMONY
Couples contemplating this Sacrament must contact the Parish Office 
at least one year in advance. All couples planning marriage must attend 
Pre-Cana classes or Engaged Encounter.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK AND AGED
We are anxious to assist anyone who cannot celebrate Mass with us 
due to illness, handicap or age. If you wish to receive the Sacraments of 
Holy Eucharist, Reconciliation, or Anointing of the Sick, please call the 
Parish Office to make those arrangements.

HOLY ORDERS
If God is calling you to become a priest, deacon or religious, please call 
the Diocesan Office of Vocations at 732.562.1900, ext. 1700.

OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday, 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM, and 1:30 PM to 3:00 PM 
The office will be closed on Fridays.

JANUARY 19, 2025



Second Sunday in Ordinary Time – January 19, 2025

The Collections for the Weekend of 

January 12  - $12,751 

Together in Charity - $3,102 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 

“To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is 

given for some benefit.” - 1 CORINTHIANS 12:7 

St. Paul tells us that God has blessed each of us for a 

reason. How has God blessed you? Are you using your 

gifts according to God’s plan? How are you helping to 

build God’s kingdom here on earth? Remember that if 

you don’t do the work God planned for you, no one 

else can do it. Live the life God has intended for you. 

Take time to discern your charisms (gifts from the Ho-

ly Spirit). Experience the supernatural Peace and Joy 

God desires for each of us. 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sunday: Is 62:1-5; 1 Cor 12:4-11; Jn 2:1-11 

Monday: Heb 5:1-10; Mk 2:18-22 

Tuesday: Heb 6:10-20; Mk 2:23-28 

Wednesday: Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of 

Unborn Children Heb 7:1-3, 15-17; Mk 3:1-6 or, for the 

Day of Prayer, any readings from the Mass “For Giving 

Thanks to God for the Gift of Human Life” or the Mass 

“For Peace and Justice” 

Thursday: Heb 7:25—8:6; Mk 3:7-12 

Friday: Heb 8:6-13; Mk 3:13-19 

Saturday: Acts 22:3-16 or 9:1-22; Mk 16:15-18 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday 

8:30 a.m. 

        Tuesday 

8:30 a.m. 

Wednesday 

8:30 a.m. 

Thursday 

 8:30 a.m. 

Friday 

8:30 a.m. 

      Saturday 

4:00 p.m. 

January 20
th 

St. Fabian, Pope & Martyr; St.  

 Sebastian, Martyr 

Americo and Ana Coppola by John 

Coppola 

January 21
st

St. Agnes, Virgin And Martyr 

Lazzaro Pappagallo by Isabella  

Pappagallo 

January 22
nd

 

   Day of Prayer for the Legal  

Protection of the Unborn Children  

Bruce & Dorothy Curren by Laura & 

Pat Randazzo 

January 23
rd 

St. Vincent, Deacon & Martyr; St. 

 Marianne Cope 

Ryan York by Karen York 

January 24
th 

St. Francis de Sales, Bishop & Doctor 

of the Church 

Antonino Colombo by Anthony  

Conoscenti 

January  25
th

   The Conversion of St. Paul, Apostle 

Lety Umali 

Sunday January  26
th

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 a.m. Jim and Noreen Kane by Mary Trainor 

9:00 a.m. Louise Corallo by Fran and Jim 

Catanzaro 

11:00 a.m. Jack Fiore by Jackie Fiore 

Annual Tax Statements 

If you would like to request a summary of your annual 

tax-deductible donations, please email Laura McIntyre 

at tech@nativitymonroe.org or call Laura at extension 

15. When placing a request please be sure to include

name, address, and envelope number.  Requests will be

mailed to the address on file within 10 days of request.

CANDLE OFFERING 

Sanctuary: Nicholas Brigandi by Wife Janet, Children 

& Grandchildren 

BVM: Mary Palumbo by Linda & Gregory Meyers 

St. Joseph: Mary Palumbo by Patricia & Joseph Abela 



Parish Calendar 

Jan. 19

(Sun) 

Catechumenate and/or Mystagogy and/or 

Adult Confirmation C. 1 & 11 

 
Youth Group Meeting 12:00 noon - 1:00 pm 

Cl#5/6 

Jan. 20 

(Mon) 
MLK Parish Office Closed 

 
Inquiry or Adult Confirmation 6:00pm—

7:30pm RR 

Jan. 23 

(Thu) 

Adult Faith Formation/Bible Study 9am-

11:30am & 7pm-9pm  Hall 

 Choir Practice 7:30pm Church 

Jan.26

(Sun) 

Catechumenate and/or Mystagogy and/or 

Adult Confirmation C. 1 & 11 

Jan. 27 

(Mon) 
K of C Assembly Cl. 5 & 6 

 
Inquiry or Adult Confirmation 6:00pm—

7:30pm RR 

Jan. 28 

(Tue) 
Prayer Shawl 1:30pm Hall 

Jan. 30 

(Thu) 

Adult Faith Formation/Bible Study 9am-

11:30am & 7pm-9pm  Hall 

 Choir Practice 7:30pm Church 

Feb. 1 

(Sat) 
Children’s Liturgy 4:00 pm RR 

Feb. 2 

(Sun) 

Catechumenate and/or Mystagogy and/or 

Adult Confirmation C. 1 & 11 

 
Hospitality Sunday  After All the Masses - 

Hall 

 Children’s Liturgy 11:00 am RR 

Feb. 3  

(Mon) 
K of C Assembly 6:30 pm Hall 

 
Inquiry or Adult Confirmation 6:00pm—

7:30pm RR 

 Companions 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Hall 

“There are different gifts but the same Spirit, there are 
different ministries, but the same Lord; there are differ-
ent works but the same God who accomplishes all of 
them in everyone. To each person the manifestation of 
the Spirit is given for the common good… His mother 
instructed  those waiting on table, ‘Do whatever he tells 
you.’” 
 
We celebrate the giftedness of others. Athletes, educa-

tors, singers all are the cause of our admiration. But 

think about this. St. Paul speaks of gifts, ministries, 

works given for the common good. They are not to be 

stored, hidden or left unused.   

God accomplishes them in all of us. We are accounta-

ble. Besides encouraging others with their talent, abili-

ties, and gifts look in a mirror and decide what has been 

given to you, and how accountable you are in develop-

ing and using ministries and works for the common 

good. 

We visit Cana and hear Mary speak to us ‘do whatever 

he tells you.’ 

HIS WORD TODAY  
BY REV. WILLIAM J. REILLY 

 

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS 

Remembering in Prayer 

Kindly contact the office if you know of a parishioner 

who is sick, having surgery or in need of pastoral care. 

We would like to remember them in our prayers and 

care for their spiritual needs. 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I de-

sire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at this 

time receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritual-

ly into my heart.  I embrace You as if You were already 

there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me 

to be separated from You.     



St. Vincent DePaul – If you are experiencing financial 

hardship due to a temporary loss of employment, ill-

ness, or disability, the St. Vincent de Paul Society is 

available to aid with your everyday needs such as food, 

utility assistance, or agency referrals. Please dial the 

parish number 609-371-0499, then press 4, and leave a 

message with your name and phone number. Someone 

will return your call. All calls are handled in strict con-

fidence. 

Homebound Ministries - Eucharist Ministers bring 

communion to the homes of those who are unable to 

attend Mass due to illness or other circumstanc-

es.  Please call Marge Nadolny at 609-409-6164 or 

email margen21@comcast.net. 

Helping Hands: We help parishioners with small 

household tasks such changing smoke detector batter-

ies, lightbulbs, opening & closing vents, etc. If you 

need assistance, please call Esther Wolff at 732-521-

6019 for more information. 

Ministries 

Men’s Retreat 

The Struggle to Forgive Ourselves and Others 

ALL MEN ARE WELCOME 

Sponsored by these Knights of Columbus Councils: 

St. Cecilia, St. James, Queenship, & Our Lady of Our Lord, Nativity of Our Lord 

Facilitated by Msgr. Charles Cicerale 

Where: St. Cecilia’s Parish Hall, 10 Kingston Lane, Monmouth Jct, NJ 08852 

When:  Feb. 15, 2025  8:00 am to 2:00 pm 

RSVP by Feb. 7, 2025  Cost is $20 

Please join us on a journey into forgiving ourselves as well as others. 

Includes a Continental breakfast and lunch. 

Communicate any food allergies and dietary restrictions in the entry form. For additional information, contact Bill Buchan-

an at williamjbuchanan84@gmail.com or call 908-568-3709. Include your name and contact information in the message.  

RSVP by Feb. 9, 2025, and submit this portion with payment. 

Make check out to K fo C #7046 

Mail to St. Cecilia’s Church, 10 Kingston Lave, Monmouth Junction NJ 08852 

Name Council and/or Parish Phone  Dietary restrictions 

    

    

    

Please keep in your prayers  
our recently deceased: 

Kevin Deegan –  

7/25/2024 

Joseph Harold Muller – 

10/3/2024 

Dolores Grzywinski - 

10/4/2024 

Andrew P. Gervasi - 

10/12/2024 

Peter Messana –  

10/15/2024 

Dahlia Jo Hornick – 

10/16/2024 

Francis Scaduto – 

10/20/2024 

Barbara Lee Trotte – 

10/25/2024 

Margaret Lake – 

10/25/2024 

Marilyn Castronuovo – 

10/29/2024 

Mary Palumbo - 11/10/2024 

Olive O’Brien – 11/12/2024 

Catherine Feretich – 

11/16/2024 

Frederick Anthony Barbieri 

– 11/30/2024 

Carmen Boquero – 

12/3/2024 

Maureen Hoehn – 

12/7/2024 

John Coughlin III – 

12/4/2024 

Estelle L Mazzola – 

12/9/2024 

Sallyann Nimmo – 

12/15/2024 



There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spir-
it; there are different forms of service but the same Lord; 

there are different workings but the same God who produc-
es all of them in everyone. To each individual the manifes-

tation of the Spirit is given for some benefit. 1 Cor. 12: 4 

Have you ever gotten a gift – wrapped in glittering pa-

per with a big bow on the top – a gift that came from 

someone who really knows you and loves you? What if 

you took that gift and put it on the top shelf of your 

closet and never opened it? Awful!!! Wasteful!!! Un-

grateful!!! We have been given such a gift – the gift of 

faith – and it is meant for some benefit… Not only for 

ourselves, but for others. We need to open the gift 

we’ve been given and use it for others – to draw them to 

the Lord Jesus. We’re called to share the gift of faith by 

the way we live and the way we speak. There are some 

in our lives who need to encounter faith in order to find 

it in themselves. Share your faith with someone who 

might benefit from the Order of Christian Initiation of 

Adults (OCIA). Those who are unbaptized, baptized 

into another Christian denomination, or baptized Catho-

lic but have never received BOTH sacraments of Con-

firmation and Eucharist are all welcome to explore the 

Catholic faith through the OCIA. For information con-

tact JoLynn Krempecki at 732-690-2610

(jolynnkrempecki@msn.com). 

Rosary for Life – January 24, 2025 

Come Pray a Rosary for Life (in solidarity with those 

at the March for Life in Washington, DC and across 

the country). Bishop Checchio is scheduled to at-

tend! Friday, January 24, 2025 at 1:00 pm on Main 

Street in Woodbridge. Park and meet in the St. James 

Parish parking lot at 12:45 pm (369 Amboy Ave, 

Woodbridge, NJ) There is a 12:10 pm daily Mass at 

St. James for those who wish to attend. For more in-

formation, contact amarshall@diometuchen.org or 

call 732-562-1543. 

Celebrate the Feasts of: 

St. Patrick’s & St. Joseph’s Day 

Saturday March 15th 

5:30pm in Fr. Congdon Hall 

$37.00 per person. 

Pasta, Chicken, Corned Beef and Cabbage, Potatoes, 

Shepherd’s Pie, Salad, Soda Bread, Refreshments, Cof-

fee, Tea & Desserts. Feel free to BYOB and a tradition-

al dessert to share. 

DJ Johnny D 

RSVP by March 8th.  

Call or email: 

Tim Ward à 770 668-6125 or tbw1216@gmail.com 

Please list names and place this stub and check in the  

K of C Drop-Box located in the Narthex. 

Make checks payable to the  

Knights of Columbus #14658  

Total amount enclosed: _______________ 

(Please add an email address to the reservation) 

Names: _____________________________________ 

Names: _____________________________________ 

Names: _____________________________________ 

Names: _____________________________________ 

Names: _____________________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________ 

 

This is event is hosted by the Knights of Columbus on 

behalf of our Parish. We look forward to seeing you! 

No Refunds or cancellations after March 8th. 

Initiation Ministry Let’s welcome our newly 

baptized members: 

Natalia Rose Gonzalez - 11/10/2024 

Juliana Rose Cruz - 11/10/2024 

Milena Antonia Iadevaia - 11/10/2024 

Gianina Lorraine Conoscenti – 11/10/2024 

Levi Maverick Allen – 12/8/2024 

Michelle Judith Martino – 12/8/2024 

Giovanni Vincenzo Cirilli – 12/8/2024 



September 23rd 

2025 Choices Matter Conference 

The Diocese of Metuchen’s Office of Human Life and 

Dignity presents “The 2025 Choices Matter Conference

– A Critical Life Issues Conference” which will be held 

at the St. John Neumann Pastoral Center in Piscataway 

on Saturday, March 29, 2025. An Opening Mass will 

be celebrated by Bishop James Checchio at 9:00 AM 

and the conference will begin at 10:15 AM and end at 

3:30 pm. This year’s theme is “Choose Hope – A Path 

to Mental Wellness.” The topics/expert speakers are: 

· The Pain is Real but so is Hope: Deacon Ed Shoener 

· Mental Health as a Pro-Life Issue: Erin McCole 

Cupp 

· The Light in Our Darkness: Lisa Kratz Thomas 

· The Road to Hope – Responding to the Crisis of Ad-

diction: Keaton Douglas 

General registration is $35 and student registration is 

$15. Fee includes lunch and handouts. To register visit: 

https://www.diometuchen.org/choicesmatter. For ques-

tions or for more information please email  am-

arshall@diometuchen.org or call 732-562-1543. Seat-

ing is limited. 

Virtual Workshop for Marriage-Minded  
Catholic Singles – February 11-March 25, 2025 

Building Forever – A course for marriage-minded Cath-

olic singles to discover healthy habits, build virtue, 

avoid common mistakes and so much more! Every 

Tuesday from February 11 – March 25, 2025 at 7:00 

PM on Zoom. To register visit: https://

www.ihccnj.com/buildingforever  For more infor-

mation email cdaverso@diometuchen.org .  

In God’s Image 

In God's Image, a Catholic Faith Sharing Group for gay, 

lesbian, bisexual and transgender people at Church of 

the Sacred Heart, South Plainfield, meets the 2nd 

Wednesday of every month at 7:00PM.  Our meet-

ings are both in-person and online.  Please email for 

more information.  The group is open to LGBTQ adults, 

18 and over, and their families. All are welcome for 

faith sharing, prayer, conversation and support.  For 

more information, contact Fr. John at 732-790-3136, or 

email the group at sacredheartigi@gmail.com.  



HEAT UP 
YOUR BUSINESS! 

Join the family of 
sponsors who help

 support our weekly 
parish bulletin.

A DV E R T I S I N G  
H E L P S  TO  B U I L D 

AWA R E N E S S!

CALL TODAY 
FOR OUR 

SPECIAL HOLIDAY 
DISCOUNTS!

For More Information

Tom Zukofski

   732-236-4251

Buy 
LocaL!

Shop SmaLL BuSineSS!

Support LocaL!

heLp Grow your 
community!

caLL today!

• Comprehensive
   Dentistry
• Implants
• All-on-Four
• Sleep Apnea 
   Therapy
• Veneers

Located on Applegarth Road
directly across from Clearbrook!

294 Applegarth Road • Monroe
609-655-1023 • www.FiorFamDent.com

.COM

(609) 448-0900

concordia shopping ctr. · 1600 perrineville rd., monroe twp.

AB
SENIOR 

DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE

OVER
30 YEARSOF SERVING YOU!!!

Mon.-Fri. 9am-5pm · Sat. 10am-3pm

ANY SALE OVER $4000 or 
MORE FLOORING PURCHASE

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any 
other offers or prior purchases.

$500 OFF$250 OFF
ANY SALE OF $2500-$4000

FLOORING PURCHASE
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any 

other offers or prior purchases.

609-395-5588

CARPETS        WOOD        
SAND & REFINISH

LUXURY VINYL FLOORS

 flooring
carpet &

H60641 (PK) - Nativity, Monroe Township FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 Inside

Law Offices of 
Daniel J. Zirrith LLC

Office: 732-521-5900
E-mail: DZirrith@ZirrithLaw.com

241 Forsgate Drive · Suite 109 · Monroe Township, NJ 08831

Estate Planning (Wills) • Municipal Court (Traffic)
Labor & Employment (Disability & Pensions)

Litigation & Business Law

Please Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support Our Parish

Reserve 
Your

Space
Today!

YOUR AD               HERE!

CALL US TODAY!

Don’t miss this opportunity to become a valued partner in our community.

 • Connect with a Dedicated and Engaged Audience 
• Build Trust and Credibility • Showcase Your Business  

to Those Who Actively Support Local Businesses  
• Benefit From Our Online Presence and  

Extend Your Reach Beyond the Church Walls

Contact our advertising team at 800-883-4343.

wreathsacrossamerica.org

Sponsor a veterans’ wreath  
at a cemetery near you.



1600 Perrineville Road • Monroe
609.655.0100

H60641 (PK) - Nativity, Monroe Township FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 Outside

732-521-0020  
16 West Church Street · Jamesburg, NJ

www.LesterMemorialHome.com

A Funeral Home of Choice For 
Monroe Township Residents Since 1965

~ Thoughtful, Personal, Dignified Services ~

Lester Memorial HomeLester Memorial Home

GreGory S. LeSter, Manager, NJ Lic. # 3364
DaviD L. LeSter, Director, NJ Lic. # 3483

M. David

Funeral Home, Inc.

Thomas J. DeMarco, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 4651
M. David DeMarco, President, N.J. Lic. No. 3203

Jennifer L. Burry, Director, N.J. Lic. No. 5172
Peter S. Winther, Director, N.J. Lic. No. 4763

“TOTALLY BARRIER FREE”

205 Rhode Hall Road
Monroe Township, NJ 08831www.demarcofuneralhome.com

(732) 521-0555

Over 45 Years of Compassionate Service in 
Monroe Township’s Only Funeral Home

 LATT’S
 ERFORMANCE
LUS, INC.

Personalized Auto Service
46 Lincoln Ave., Jamesburg

Old Fashioned Service...
Plain & Simple PRIVATE CERTIFIED N.J. STATE

 INSPECTION FACILITY   &   EMMISSIONS REPAIR FACILITY
 LIC #011853 LIC #000723

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & ALL MODELS · NJ STATE INSPECTION
FREE Pick-Up & Delivery Service for Local Residents

800-595-1978

Approved 
Auto Repair 
Facility

Please Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support Our Parish


